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have now made it possible for white men to live
there safely. Men of affairs like Elihu Root were
stimulated to give their talents to army admin-
istration. Fortunately the boys were brought
north just in time to save their lives, and the ma-
jority, after a recuperation of two or three years,
regained their normal health.

The primary responsibility for this gamble with
death rested with those who sent an expedition>
from the United States to the tropics in midsum-
mer when the measures necessary to safeguard its
health were not yet known. This responsibility
rested immediately upon the American people
themselves, all too eager for a war for which they
were not prepared and for a speedy victory at
all costs. For this national impatience they had
to pay dearly. The striking contrast, however, be-
tween the efficiency of the navy and the lack of
preparation on the part of the army shows that
the people as a whole would have supported a
more thorough preparation of the army, had the
responsible officials possessed sufficient courage
and intelligence to have demanded it; nor would
the people have been unwilling to defer victory
until autumn, had they been honestly informed of
the danger of tropical disease into which they